
 

LATE SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER  

Shelter Update 

We are still looking for a suitable property or site for a new Shelter as we are officially 

meant to vacate our present premises in October this year.  We need just a few acres of 

land with good access and nearby sources of power and water, preferably with an existing 

shed, barn or cottage on the land.  Land close to a motorway or a major road or near an 

industrial site where no houses are likely to be built would suit well or unused farmland. 

We have raised enough money to buy land and to start building or to undertake renovations 

if buildings already exist on the land. Call 087 6803295 if you know of anywhere that might 

be suitable or know of anyone who might help us find a location for a new Shelter. 

 

Successful Rehoming This Year despite Covid 19 Restrictions 

Since the beginning of the year,  over 100 dogs have come into our care and most of 

these have found new homes.  On average, a dog stays with us for about 3 weeks – some 

are rehomed quite quickly while others have to wait a little longer.    Before going to 

their new homes, all the dogs will have been given a full veterinary check, will have 

been vaccinated, microchipped, treated for worms and fleas and will be neutered or 

spayed unless they are too young or there are good veterinary reasons for not doing so.  

They will also be assessed by the KWWWSPCA volunteers so we know which type of 

home would be most suitable for them. The adoption fee of €200 helps to cover some of 

their veterinary costs. 

We have had a number of older dogs in our care recently;  so sad that they have been 

abandoned in later life.   But older dogs also find homes quite easily as many people are 

very happy to rehome a more mature dog.  Some of the older dogs, or dogs with long 

term veterinary requirements, go into a long-term foster home, whereby the foster home 

offers all the love and comfort a dog needs, while the KWWSPCA will pay any veterinary 

costs when needed. 

 

                      

     Benji, 15 years old         Polly, 10 years old                      Luke, 9 years old 
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TNR Unit - Very Successful Start to the Year 

The KWWSPCA’s Trap, Neuter & Return (TNR) Service for feral cats has had a very 

successful year so far and  over 160 cats have been trapped, neutered and then either 

returned to their original haunts or rehomed.  This service aims to reduce the number of 

kittens being born to the many feral cats that are found throughout County Kildare and 

West Wicklow.  Our volunteers help with the trapping of these cats, arrange for them to 

go to a vet for assessment and neutering, and then the cats are either returned to where 

they were found or rehomed.   

We do ask for the veterinary costs to be covered where possible by those wanting our 

help.  We can TNR for €50 per cat, which can be adjusted depending on the number of 

cats that are caught. Some Estates have set up their own fundraising schemes to raise 

money for TNR and so far this year the costs of TNRing 24 cats have been covered by 

these Estate fundraising schemes.  Please call 089 4588162 or 

email kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com if you would like help or advice about TNR in 

your area or if you would like to volunteer to become part of the TNR team. 

Below, on the left,  are some of the cats that were recently trapped in the Curragh 

Camp.  Their cages are kept covered to calm the cats while they are transported to and 

from the vets.  Funds were raised by a group fundraising scheme to cover most of the 

cost.  In the middle are Sam and Max, who were trapped as feral cats, but were so tame 

that they were adopted as domestic cats; and on the right we have BB, a feral kitten 

who has been fostered and tamed and will be rehomed shortly.   

 

           

Very Few Kittens available for rehoming 

So far this year we have had very few kittens available for rehoming but a lot of people 

very anxious to rehome a kitten.  We do now have a number of litters of kittens in foster 

care that have come from a feral background.  The mothers and their kittens are 

fostered until the kittens are weaned (as with BB above), and then the mothers are 

spayed and returned to where they were found and the kittens are kept in foster homes 

to be tamed until they are old enough to go to new homes.  When kittens become 

available for rehoming,  their details are posted on the KWWSPCA website, 

www.kwwspca.ie, and on its Facebook page.  We ask for an adoption fee of €80 when 

we rehome a cat or a kitten, but the cat or kitten will have been vaccinated, treated for 

worms and fleas and neutered/spayed if it is old enough.  If the kitten is too young to be 

neutered, then the adoption fee will cover the cost of the neutering at a later date, if it is 

undertaken at one of the vets with which the KWWSPCA has an account. 

 

mailto:kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com
http://www.kwwspca.ie/
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Clark – A Real Superdog – Horrendous Neglect and Cruelty 

This little Yorkshire terrier, who has been named Clark as he is a real Superdog, was 

spotted at the side of a road by one of our volunteers. He is believed to be about 14 -15 

years old. His hair was so badly matted that he had lost the use of his back legs.  All the 

tangled hair and dirt had to be removed from his tiny body, revealing 2 kg of a teacup 

Yorkie, shivering and frightened. After a full veterinary check and quite a lot of 

veterinary treatment, he has been taken into a marvellous foster home, where he is now 

experiencing the comfort of a real home, probably for the first time in his life, with lots 

of love and attention from his human family and their other cats and dogs.  

 

                        

 Clark when first found          Clark now enjoying the comforts of life 

 

 

Noah’s Ark is Planning to Re-Open on Monday, 17 May, 2021 
 

We are hoping that Noah’s Ark, the KWWSPCA Charity Shop in Newbridge, will be re-

opening on Monday, 17 May, having been closed since before Christmas.  Noah’s Ark is 

one of the main sources of income for the KWWSPCA, so it has been much missed.  As 

we have so much stock already in the shop and stored at the Shelter, we will not be able 

to take in any donations for a few weeks until we have cleared some of this stock.  So 

please be patient and keep any items you would like to give to us for a little while 

longer.  Also please remember that we can only sell clean, unbroken items and we 

cannot sell bedding or large items of furniture.  We also cannot sell children’s toys and 

clothes unless they are new or unused.   

 

We are looking for volunteers for Noah’s Ark, especially people who can fill in at short 

notice when we are short-staffed.  Please contact Noah’s Ark if you would be free for a 

morning or an afternoon for an occasional shift in the shop. 

 

Great Success with Online Sales and Auctions 

 

Noah’s Ark has had great success over the last few months by selling Online and holding 

regular Online Auctions.  This has provided a much-needed regular source of funding for 

the Society, while Noah’s Ark was closed, and enabled us to continue with our valuable 

work.  Many thanks to all those people who have donated items suitable for online 

selling and to all our supporters who regularly buy online. 
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Very Many Thanks to all the KWWSPCA Volunteers 
The KWWSPCA is an entirely voluntary organisation, with no employees and no wages 

paid.  So we rely on the generosity of our many volunteers who help at the Animal 

Shelter, in Noah’s Ark, with the TNR cat service, by providing foster homes for dogs, 

cats and other animals, by helping at fundraising events and in many other ways.  

Without all the help freely given by our marvellous volunteers, the Society would not be 

able to function.  Thanks to you all. 

 

Transformations when given a little love and care 

 

SHREK – The Newfoundland 

                         
 

     Shrek when first in our care               Shrek, after a groom, just before going to his     

       forever home 

 

MACEY, now JESSIE – The Lurcher 

 

                       
 

    Macey when she first arrived at the KWWSPCA               Macey now 

 

Macey, a frightened, very underweight lurcher, came into our care earlier in the year 

with very bad skin and little fur.  Macey went into a foster home where she is now called 

Jessie and where she has been given much love, good food and lots of attention, and 

she is now a beautiful, confident dog with a lovely shiny coat.  She has put on 10 kilo 

since she arrived and is a stunner! 

 

Wildlife Hospital has just Opened 
 

If you have a concern about wildlife issues, or have found an injured or sick wild animal, 

the Wildlife Hospital, based near Navan in Co. Meath, can advise and help you. Their 

website is wildlifehospital.ie and contact numbers are 0818 877766 or 01 6877766. It 

would be worthwhile keeping the number in your phone, as you never know when you, a 

family member or a friend might need it. 
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Thank you to All our Supporters and Donors 
The KWWSPCA would like to thank all its generous supporters who have donated cash, 

cheques, via PayPal, standing orders, through Facebook and through other channels, as 

well as those who have organised fund raising activities and collections on our behalf.  

Also thanks for the donations of items for Noah’s Ark and of pet food and other pet 

products. We recently had an appeal for dog food and some people left the food outside 

our gate so that we were not able to thank them in person.   Special thanks go to: 

ROBBIE & CATHERINE, the marvellous musical couple,  who run THE FARAWAY TREE 

CAFÉ in Donadea.  They hold regular raffles and collections for the KWWSPCA and 

welcome dogs and their owners.  It is a great place for meeting family and friends. 

THE LANDLORD OF NOAH’S ARK – for kindly refunding half the rent while Noah’s Ark has 

been closed due to the pandemic. 

PURE OSKAR produces a range of  environmentally friendly, cruelty free, pure, skincare 

products. Fabulous quality and amazing natural scents. Based in Athgarvan, they donate 

a percentage of their profits to the KWWSPCA. 

IVETA KALVANE, the animal trainer and behaviourist,  of PAKLEADERS K9 SERVICES, who 

has taken two of our problem rescue dogs into her care recently to help them overcome 

their problems and prepare them for their new homes. 

ANGELA BRESLAN OF POSH PAWS RATHCOOLE who often comes down to the Shelter at 

the weekends to groom our dogs – as she did with Shrek (photos on the previous page).   

SPONSORED DOG WALKERS – Many thanks to all of you who did a sponsored walk on 

behalf of the KWWSPCA over Easter and raised funds for the Society 

PHOTO & ART COMPETION – Thanks also to everyone who entered our Photo and Art 

Competition – the winning photo of Maia is shown below. 

                                       

         Robbie and Catherine          Pure Oscar              Max and Iveta 

                                                         

     Matilda whose owner raised over        Maia - Photo Competition Winner                                        

€650 from her sponsored walk         
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Designer Pop-Up Shop and Open-Air Bazaars - We are hoping to hold a Designer 

Pop-Up Shop this summer, if covid restrictions allow, as we have had a lot of lovely, 

high-quality clothing and accessories donated to us over the last year.  We also hope to 

have two Open-Air Bazaars, as we did last summer, in the large field at the Shelter.  

These were very popular and well supported and raised much needed funds for the 

Society. No dates have been chosen yet as we have to wait to see what we are allowed 

to do in the coming months. 

 

KWWSPCA Annual Wag & Bone Dog Show – We are planning to hold our very 

popular Wag & Bone Dog Show in the Parade Ring at Punchestown Racecourse on 

Sunday, 5 September.  Every type of dog is welcome, especially Rescue Dogs. 

 

                    
                   

                      Pepsi - Best in Show 2019      Laya – Best in Show 2018 

 

For Sale to Raise Funds for the KWWSPCA 
 

These resin pieces are made by one of our volunteers and 40% of the price is given to 

the KWWSPCA.  The prices range from €30 for the chess sets, to €14 for the unicorns, 

€12 for the trinket boxes with tops and kitty candle holders and €7 for the teddy and 

dogs, plus p&p. Please contact Bespoke Art S DZ on Facebook to purchase these items.  
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KWWSPCA Gift cards and Wedding Favour Cards 

 
Just a reminder that if you want to give a gift to a friend or family member who is an 

animal lover, you could give them a KWWSPCA Donation Card. You donate to the 

KWWSPCA on behalf of your friend or relation and we will give you an attractive Gift 

Card to send to them, or we can send it for you, saying that in lieu of a gift, you have 

given a donation to the KWWSPCA.   We also have very pretty cards that can be used as 

name cards for weddings, instead of giving wedding favours. Hopefully larger weddings 

will be allowed later in the year. You donate to the KWWSPCA and we will give you 

however many cards you need, saying you are donating to your favourite charity, rather 

than giving wedding favours. Email kwwspca@gmail.com for more information.  

 

                        
 

Some recently rehomed dogs and cats 

                            
               Abel    Fritz              Whisper  

 

                                    
           Tabitha                   Vinnie – with just one ear            Ella 

 

                               
                   Spitz                  Christy              
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Prepare your Dog for Post-Lockdown Separation 

 

Since the covid pandemic began, we have all been spending much more of our time at 

home with our dogs and they have become used to our constant company.   As the 

country starts to emerge from lockdown, and more people go back to work, many dogs, 

especially those who have only recently been homed, will suffer from separation 

anxiety.      If this is your situation, you need to start to prepare now by leaving your dog 

alone for periods during the day so that they get used to you not being there.  Toys that 

will stimulate your dog’s mind while they are on their own will help keep a dog occupied 

and have a calming influence.  The advice is to start now with the separation process, 

even though this might be difficult.  Some dogs may also react to an increase in visitors 

into the house, having just had the company of the same family for many months.  Be 

careful when you do start to welcome people into your home, who are strangers to your 

dog,  and make sure your dog is comfortable with these new faces.  Many dogs will be 

delighted to see new people but others might not  be. 

 

Governance 

 

The KWWSPCA is a  Registered Charity (Reg. No. CHY 6280) and is registered with the 

Charities Regulatory Authority (No: 20011048).  It is a Company Limited by Guarantee 

(Company No. 448178) and its accounts are audited annually and available for 

inspection in the Companies Registry Office and on the KWWSPCA website.  It is 

registered with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to rehome dogs and 

cats and other animals (No: IPT20001C).   

Contact Us 

KWWSPCA Helpline      087 1279835 

KWWSPCA Animal Welfare Officer  086 1751841 

KWWSPCA Cats/TNR    089 4588162 

KWWSPCA Noah’s Ark Charity Shop  086 3413017 

General Email:     kwwspca@gmail.com                               

Dog Rehoming Email:    kwwspcadogrehoming@gmail.com 

Cat Rehoming and TNR Email:  kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com 

Website:      www.kwwspca.ie 

Facebook:      www.facebook.com/kwwspca 

Noah’s Ark /Online Sales:  www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark 

KWWSPCA Shelter Address:  Oldtown, Athgarvan, Co. Kildare W12 EV60 
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