
 

SUMMER 2021 NEWSLETTER  

 

UPDATE ON THE KWWSPCA SHELTER 
 

There has been no progress relating to finding new premises for the KWWSPCA Animal 

Shelter, but the search continues.  We are still fund raising for the new Shelter and 

appreciate all the support we have been given by so many people in this respect. 

 

GIA – A VERY SAD FAREWELL 
 

Gia, the KWWSPCA’s very special mascot dog, sadly passed away suddenly in the 

garden of her home recently.  Her owner, Shauna, our Animal Welfare Officer, is 

heartbroken and Mammy, the rescue Bernese who came from the infamous puppy farm 

in Carlow, is devasted with the loss of her mentor.  Gia was famous for her antics, she 

was the epitome of A Gentle Giant. She was as gentle as a lamb and such a good foster 

sister to everything that came in through the house, cats, kittens, dogs and puppies. She 

was everyone’s best friend. She was a stellar blood donor dog, she helped raise 

thousands of euro for the KWWSPCA as our mascot, educated hundreds at our school 

and other talks and over the past 8 years she has made so many smile.  Run free over 

the rainbow bridge Gia. You have no idea how much you will be missed.  

 

          

 

VERY MANY THANKS TO ALL THE KWWSPCA VOLUNTEERS 

 
Volunteers are often the unsung heroes of many organisations, who could not function 

without them  This is especially true of the KWWSPCA and we would like to thank our 

volunteers most sincerely for the many hours of work and dedication they give to the 

KWWSPCA.  The KWWSPCA is an entirely voluntary organisation, with no employees and 

no wages paid.  So we rely on the generosity of our volunteers who help at the Animal 

Shelter, with the rehoming of our many rescue dogs and cats, in Noah’s Ark, with the 

TNR cat service, by providing foster homes for dogs, cats and other animals, by helping 

at fundraising events and in many other ways.  Without all the help freely given by these 

marvellous people, the Society would not be able to function.  Thanks to you all. 

 



SUCCESSFUL DOG REHOMING  
 

By the end of July this year, over 160 dogs had been rescued by the KWWSPCA and most 

of these have found lovely new homes.  Many of these had come from Dog Pounds, 

which would mean they had been found as stray dogs and no owner had claimed them or 

had been surrendered to the Pound because the owner was no longer able to care for 

them due to ill health or sometimes the owner had died.  Very few dogs are now put to 

sleep in Irish Dog Pounds as they are found home through the many animal rescues, 

such as the KWWSPCA.   We also had a good number of dogs to rehome that had been 

seized by the Garda as their ‘owners’ could not prove their ownership and it was thought 

the dogs were being used for wrongful breeding purposes and the puppies were going to 

be sold illegally. 

 

Recently Rehomed: 

 

                             
      Vinnie         Paco                  Tapu                   Usain                       Lupo 

 

CAT AND KITTEN REHOMING 

 

Up to the end of July, over 100 cats and kittens had been rehomed.  Many of the kittens 

had come from feral mothers but had been rescued early enough to be tamed and 

rehomed as domestic pets.  In some case the feral mothers had also been tamed and 

could be rehomed as a pet rather than being returned back to her wild life.   

 

One such case was Shelly, a very young cat, not much more than a kitten herself, who 

came into the care of the KWWSPCA when heavily pregnant.  As all our foster homes 

were full, she was cared for at our Animal Shelter until she produced her lovely litter of 

kittens.  When the kittens were a few days old, a foster home was found for the whole 

family and they stayed in foster care until the kittens were old enough to be found 

homes.  Shelly was a feral cat and  when she first came to the Shelter she was 

frightened and very wary of our volunteers who were caring for her.  But within a couple 

of days she was allowing our volunteers to stroke her and handle her kittens and 

became a most affectionate cat who was adopted by her foster carer and is now living a 

very comfortable home life. 

 

 

                
 Shelly and new       Shelly in her new          Recently rehomed  kittens 

  born kittens                 forever home             Jake, Ruby and Tiggy 

 

 



 

KITTENS RESCUED – FROM ATHY AND FROM SALLINS! 

 

A few weeks ago, we had reports of a feral kitten stuck on the roof of a large, 

abandoned building in Athy; he had been there for a few days. We were unable to secure 

help with machinery or other services so our volunteer Animal Welfare Officer took over 

the rescue mission.  She managed to get the kitten to the roof of a smaller building by 

meowing at him; an odd method but it worked!  The kitten got to the lower roof but once 

it realised the meowing was not from another cat, it would not come any closer.  She 

had to climb onto the roof and lie there with the cat box with food in it. After the better 

part of an hour, the kitten went into the box, the door was quickly closed and lowered 

down to some helpful members of the public. Slate, the kitten, was hungry and thirsty 

but despite all our efforts, he never wanted to be tamed and so, after he had a recovered 

from his ordeal and had been neutered, wormed and treated for fleas, he was released 

back into the colony of feral cats, with whom he had originally been living. 

 

In Sallins, four kittens were eventually rescued from behind a wall in the Bridgewater 

Inn.  We think the mother must have had the kittens in the roof area of the pub while it 

was closed and they had fallen down behind the wall.  Martin, the owner of the pub, gave 

permission for any demolition work that was needed to save them and eventually four 

kittens were rescued – hungry, thirsty and rather distressed.  But they soon recovered 

after care in their foster homes and have been rehomed to families that will give them a 

loving home for the rest of their lives.  Thanks so much to Martin and to those who 

rescued the kittens and didn’t give up until they were all saved.  The mother cat, who 

was feral, was also caught and has been spayed and returned to her usual haunts. 

 

               
 Slate, eventually      Slate, on left, and two      Rescuing kittens         One of the kittens 

      caught                     other feral kittens     from behind a wall          from Sallins 

 

 

ANIMAL WELFARE – WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? 
 

The KWWSPCA is restricted in the amount of animal welfare cases it can handle by the 

lack of suitably qualified volunteers to take on this work.  In many instances we have to 

rely on the help of ISPCA Inspectors, but they are not always available.  We have one 

very good volunteer Animal Welfare Officer who is based in the Athy area, but we need 

more in other areas of Kildare and West Wicklow.  The volunteer would need to have 

some experience and training in animal welfare and/or veterinary experience, have their 

own transport and be willing to visit premises where there have been reports of animal 

cruelty or neglect.  As we are a volunteer group with no statutory or legal powers, we 

cannot enter a property, but we can observe what the problem is and then try to contact 

the animal’s owner or the owner of property where the animal is living.  In many cases 

the problem can be sorted with a telephone call or a face-to-face conversation.  If the 

complaint needs more action, then we can contact the ISPCA to investigate the case or 

ask the local Garda to help.  If anyone is interested in helping the KWWSPCA in this way, 

please call 087 6803295 or 086 1751841 or email kwwspca@gmail.com. 

 



TNR (TRAP, NEUTER, RETURN) HAS BEEN VERY BUSY 
 

So far this year, the KWWSPCA has TNR’d over 260 feral cats.  This work involves 

considerable dedication by the volunteers involved, as it can take a long time to 

persuade a wild cat to go into the trap, despite the inducement of very tasty food!.  Once 

the cat has been trapped, it is taken to one of the veterinary practices that help us with 

this work where it will be given a veterinary check and neutered (male) or spayed 

(female).  A small ear tip is also made so that in future, if the cat is trapped again, we 

will know that it has already been neutered/spayed and does not need another trip to the 

vet.  In some cases we discover that the trapped cat is sick or is badly injured so would 

not be able to care for itself for long in the wild and then, if the vet agrees that is best 

for the cat, we will have to make the sad decision to have the cat put to sleep.  In other 

cases,  we find that the feral cat is very affectionate and happy to be with people; in 

which case we would rehome the cat as a domestic cat. 

 

        
      

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP WITH THE TNR WORK? 
 

We are always looking for volunteers who can help with our TNR work.  Training will be 

given and all the support needed.  The volunteer needs to be someone who wants to 

help cats in the wild and who has some time to devote to this.  Patience and the ability 

to keep quiet and still are essential!  Call or text Elaine on 089 4588162 if you have any 

interest or email kwwspca@gmail.com. 

 

 

KWWSPCA DESIGNER POP UP SHOP – SAT & SUN, 21 & 22 AUGUST  
 

The KWWSPCA will hold its 3rd Designer Pop Up Shop on Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 

August from 12 – 4 pm each day in the Kilcullen Heritage Centre, Main St, Kilcullen. We 

will have DESIGNER brand clothes, shoes, bags, jewellery and accessories. Most of our 

clothes have come from a designer boutique that has closed down. Brands will include 

MAX MARA ROBERTO CAVALLI MARLENE BIRGER CALVIN KLINE TARA JARMON DIANE 

VON FURSTENBURG MINT VELVET ISABEL MARANT VERSACE TED BAKER RALPH 

LAUREN and many more. Bags from COACH, MULBERRY, KATE SPADE, ALL SAINTS and 

many more. We will follow covid guidelines, limiting numbers in store, social distancing, 

one way system and face masks. For more information call 086 3413017 or 087 6803295. 

 

                                      

 

mailto:kwwspca@gmail.com


 

KWWSPCA WAG & BONE DOG SHOW - SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 
 

The KWWSPCA is hoping to hold its Annual Wag & Bone Dog Show on Sunday, 5 

September.  Registration for the Show starts at 1.00 pm and the Show itself starts at 

2.00 pm, in Punchestown Racecourse. This is obviously very dependent on covid 

restrictions, but as the Show is in the open air and there is lots of space, we are hopeful 

it will take place this year as it had to be cancelled last year. The Show is a family fun 

show open to every type of dog, especially rescue dogs and very especially KWWSPCA 

rescue dogs. But we do restrict entries to dogs over 9 months - the show is not suitable 

for puppies. Classes include ‘Child with a Dog’, ‘Most Handsome Male Dog’, ‘Fanciest 

Female Dog’, ‘Fancy Dress – Dog and Owner’, and of course ‘Best Rescue Dog’.  There is 

plenty of free parking.    To enter a dog into a competition the fee is €5 or €20 to enter 

into 5 competitions.  For more information, please call 087 6803295 or look at the 

website.  Please remember that all dogs must be kept on leads. 

             

KWWSPCA BOOK SALE – FRIDAY 24 AND SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

 

In the Heritage Centre , Kilcullen from 11.00 – 5.00 each day.  More details to follow or 

call 087 6803295  if you have books to donate. 

 

NOAH’S ARK, THE KWWSPCA CHARITY SHOP IN NEWBRIDGE 

 

Noah’s Ark, our very successful Charity Shop in Newbridge, reopened in the middle of 

May and has been very busy ever since.  Many thanks to our very loyal customers who 

were very pleased to see us open again.  We would also like to thank our landlord who 

very kindly halved our rent when the shop had to be closed.  As we have very little 

storage space in the shop, we can only take in small amounts of donations there.  If you 

have a lot of items to donate, please call Ann on 086 3413017 or Sally on 087 6803295 

and we can arrange for you to deliver them to the Shelter or have them collected.  

Please remember that we can only sell clean, unbroken items and we cannot sell 

bedding or large items of furniture.  We also cannot sell children’s toys and clothes 

unless they are new or unused.   

 

                             
 Newly painted shop            Fizz, enjoying her new     Fabulous donated Mont Blanc pen 

                       pram, bought online from      bought online for €350 from 

   Noah’s Ark            Noah’s Ark                     

          

GREAT SUCCESS WITH ONLINE SALES & AUCTIONS 
 

Noah’s Ark is still having a lot of success selling Online and holding regular Facebook 

Online Auctions.  This provides a good, regular income for the Society, and enables us to 

sell a lot of items that might not be suitable for selling in the shop.  Many thanks to all 

those people who have donated items suitable for online selling and to all our supporters 

who regularly buy online.  For details of all our online sales and auctions, please go to 

the Noah’s Ark Facebook page, www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark. 

http://www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark


  

AN ADOPTION STORY THAT WOULD SOFTEN THE HARDEST OF HEARTS 
 

The amazing Lucas, who had been surrendered to Ashton Pound, came into our care 

recently, only to be immediately adopted by a very kind man called Billy, despite the fact 

that Lucas was almost blind at the time. Lucas now has no vision but is absolutely 

adored. Billy got a lead for him that says ‘Blind Dog’ so people just melt when they 

realize he has no sight. Lucas brings out the soft side of everyone. And he is hilarious 

the way he feels for the couch first, then steps back and leaps up onto it. He is such a 

happy dog.  He is brought for a walk twice a day and gets played with in the yard with a 

ball that has a bell in it. He is spoiled rotten and brings out the best in all humans he 

comes in contact with. He is a fantastic part of the household. 

 

                                                      
 

DUSTIN – ONE LUCKY BUDGIE 

Dustin came into the care of the KWWSPCA recently after being attacked by a seagull. 

Only for the quick response of some students from St Conleth’s Community College in 

Newbridge, he may not be alive today.  He had lacerations to his head and quite a few 

feathers and part of his tail were missing. He went into the care of our volunteer Animal 

Welfare Officer and he gradually recovered from his ordeal.  His feathers began to grow 

back again and he gained in confidence. Dustin has now been adopted by one of the 

teachers from the College and is enjoying a quiet, peaceful life, well away from seagulls! 

 

                                                              

 

HELPING WILDLIFE IN THE HOT WEATHER 
 

Please remember that as well as providing plenty of water for our pets during the hot 

weather, wild animals also need plenty to drink.  If possible, water should be left out in 

your garden for the wild birds and animals that might visit. 

 

 

     



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS AND DONORS 

 
The KWWSPCA would like to thank all its generous supporters who have donated cash, 

cheques and gift cards for Maxizoo, Aldi, and for other stores.  Also thanks to everyone 

who has organised Facebook Fundraising events, especially Birthday Fundraisers, and 

who have donated via PayPal, standing orders and through other channels, and those who 

have organised fund-raising activities and collections on our behalf.  Also thanks for the 

donations of items for Noah’s Ark and of pet food and other pet products. And thank you 

to everyone who supported our latest raffle which raised almost €1,000.  Special thanks 

to Yvonne the owner of the recently closed shop, The Wardrobe, in Kilkenny.  For the last 

few years she has donated a large amount of her unwanted stock to Noah’s Ark and then, 

after closing down, donated her remaining stock and some of her fixture and fittings.  

Noah’s Ark has raised a very good amount of money from the sale of these items and is 

putting the fittings and fixtures to very good use in the shop. 

Here are just a few thank yous and apologies to those that have not been mentioned by 

name.  Thanks  to Leslee who arranged for her employer, Enterprise Holdings, to give a 

very generous donation to the KWWSPCA; to the well-known Kildare artist, Chris O’Hara, 

who donated one of his fabulous paintings for the KWWSPCA to auction; to John Wynne, 

who arranged a raffle for the KWWSPCA through his Company, Winnies Competitions, and 

to the two winners who donated their winnings back to the KWWSPCA; to Patricia Hanley 

who donated a dog trailer to the Society: to Sarah Ussher who raised money for the 

Society by doing 3,000 burpee exercises during the month of July; to Chelsea who 

organised a fund raising day at the Kerry Group; to Joanna, who organised a Fundraising 

Pilates Course to raise money for us; to Melissa and her TY students from Scoil Dara, 

Kilcock, for their fundraising for the animals in our care; to the people who donated 

bathing pools, gazebos, parasols and parasol bases when the weather was so hot and we 

needed shade in some of our outside runs; to Geraldine and Tony, who, to celebrate the 

8th anniversary of adopting Sid from the KWWSPCA, sent us a very nice cheque; to Karen, 

who donated a fridge to replace the broken one in Noah’s Ark; to Joan, one of our 

volunteers, and Jen of Kildare Masks, for the money they both raised from their handmade 

facemasks; to Margaret, who owns the business next to Noah’s Ark, for donating a large 

quantity of unsold shoes for selling in Noah’s Ark.  Many more of you have helped us 

recently and we are so very grateful for every donation, however small. 

                
Leslee & Logan    Painting by             Winnnies Competition’s    Pilates class raised 

   with Mina          Chris O’Hara               raffle  winner           money for KWWSPCA 

                                                 
 Michelle from               Phoenix enjoying         Sid celebrating                Fridge donated by 

Scoil Dara, Kilcock        a donated pool       his 8th year of adoption               Karen 



 OTHER ANIMALS  HELPED  BY THE KWWSPCA 

 
 

                             
Two rescued bunnies    Shelly and Nelly            Tom – give a second     Rodney – enjoying 

          rehomed together                 chance                      his new home 

  

 

         
Porches rehomed             Nicky rehomed      Wandering donkeys      Bonner now Rex 

   to Limerick                         to Dublin                                                          rehomed locally 

 

 

 

THESE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR HOMES 
 

                  
            Cicero                         Fergal                    Gemini                              Minnie 

 

                           
         Rogue     Vader    Black Kitten  Izzy 

 

 



 

WILDLIFE HOSPTIAL HAS OPENED 

 
If you have a concern about wildlife issues, or have found an injured or sick wild animal, 

the recently opened Wildlife Hospital, based near Navan in Co. Meath, can advise and 

help you. Their website is wildlifehospital.ie and contact numbers are 0818 877766 or 01 

6877766. It would be worthwhile keeping the number in your phone, as you never know 

when you, a family member or a friend might need it. 

 

 

BEST WISHES FROM ALL AT THE KWWSPCA 

 

Governance 

 

The KWWSPCA is a  Registered Charity (Reg. No. CHY 6280) and is registered with the 

Charities Regulatory Authority (No: 20011048).  It is a Company Limited by Guarantee 

(Company No. 448178) and its accounts are audited annually and available for 

inspection in the Companies Registry Office and on the KWWSPCA website.  It is 

registered with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to rehome dogs and 

cats and other animals (No: IPT20001C).   

Contact Us 

KWWSPCA Helpline      087 1279835 

KWWSPCA Animal Welfare Officer  086 1751841 

KWWSPCA Cats/TNR    089 4588162 

KWWSPCA Noah’s Ark Charity Shop  086 3413017 

General Email:     kwwspca@gmail.com                               

Dog Rehoming Email:    kwwspcadogrehoming@gmail.com 

Cat Rehoming and TNR Email:  kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com 

Website:      www.kwwspca.ie 

Facebook:      www.facebook.com/kwwspca 

Noah’s Ark /Online Sales:  www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark 

KWWSPCA Shelter Address:  Oldtown, Athgarvan, Co. Kildare    

NOAH’S ARK:    Cutlery Road, Newbridge, Co Kildare 

 

 

                    
         

 

(If you would prefer not to receive KWWSPCA emails, please let us know.) 
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