
 

 

NEW YEAR 2022 NEWSLETTER  

 

The KWWSPCA would like to wish everyone a Healthy and Happy 

New Year. 

 

Update on the  Shelter 

We hope to have good news about our Animal Shelter sometime soon and will keep you 

updated.  In the meantime, we continue at our present location in Oldtown, Athgarvan, which 

suits us very well.   

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

The KWWSPCA would like to thank Minister Charlie McConalogue, his Ministers of State, 

Senator Pippa Hackett and Martin Heydon, and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine for the grant of €34,500 for the coming year. The Society is very grateful for this 

annual grant, which was increased by €4,500 for 2022. The grant will go towards the very large 

veterinary and other costs that will be incurred by the KWWSPCA in the coming months. The 

KWWSPCA is a Registered Charity (Number CHY 6280) and is a voluntary organisation. 

There are no employees, so no wages are paid out of this grant nor from any other income as 

all its work is done by volunteers.  

The Importance of Microchipping 

The KWWSPCA would like to encourage everyone to get their dogs and their cats 

microchipped.  It does not cost very much and all veterinary practices will perform the simple 

procedure which only takes a few minutes.   

It is now a legal requirement for ALL dogs to be microchipped and registered to a recognised 

database (such as Fido, the Kennel Club, Animark), so if your dog is not microchipped and 

registered, you are breaking the law!  If you have a dog and it is microchipped, it would be 

worth getting your vet to check that your contact details  have been registered and are up to 

date.  Quite a few of the dogs who come into our care and into the care of the Dog Warden 

Service are microchipped, but they not registered or the contact details are out of date. 

We would also advise cat owners to get their cats microchipped.  Although it is not a legal 

requirement, it is very useful when cats go missing and when stray cats are found.  Owners can 

be reunited with their pets so much more quickly and easily, leading to a lot less stress and 

heartache.   

All KWWSPCA rescue dogs are microchipped before being rehomed and in future its rescue 

cats will also be microchipped. 



Rehoming Success in 2021 

Despite the covid restrictions and the various lockdowns, the KWWSPCA continued with its 

rehoming of dogs and cats and other domestic animals that needed new homes.  By the end of 

the year, just over 250 dogs had come into the care of the KWWSPCA and most of these have 

been rehomed.  Over 260 cats had also been rehomed, most of these being kittens.  New homes 

were also found for a number of guinea pigs, pet rabbits, a budgie and other small  pets.   

Some recently adopted KWWSPCA rescue dogs and cats 

                 
Cooper now Ozzy                  Lightning          Winnie and Walter  Sushi 

                        
          Alfie            Seeker                       Danny       Mouse 

               

             Cleo      Bounty     Fluffy        Seb and Coda 

TRN – Trap, Neuter and Return – 2021 was a good year 

The KWWSPCA’s Trap, Neuter & Return (TNR) Service for feral cats also had a good year 

with 437 cats (248 female, 189 male) being trapped, vet checked, neutered and returned to their 

original haunts or rehomed.  The service aims to reduce the number of kittens being born to 

the many feral cats in Kildare and West Wicklow, as well as letting adult cats lead healthier, 

safer and happier lives.  We ask for the veterinary costs to be covered where possible by those 

wanting our help, which is usually €50 per cat; this can be adjusted if several cats are involved. 

If you are interested in helping with this work and would like to become part of the TNR team,  

please call 089 4588162 or email kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com.  Full training will be given, 

equipment provided and appropriate costs covered. 

 



Two Recent Animal Rescues 

SOOTY AND SWEEP are two very lucky kittens.  They were found in a terrible state lying by 

the roadside, by Liam, a caring young man who wanted to save them.  They were cold, wet and 

very hungry. The mother cat had either abandoned them or maybe had been killed on the 

road.  Liam’s mother contacted a KWWSPCA volunteer and together they managed to build a 

type of incubator with a heat lamp and a clothes horse. They say that necessity is the mother of 

invention!  Thankfully it worked and Sooty and Sweep bounced back to life and are now being 

cared for in a foster home until they are old enough to be rehomed.  

                   

      When first found                     After 24 hours             After a few days 

SNUGGLES is a very lucky rabbit.  Snuggles  escaped from her garden one afternoon and 

found herself on the roadside near Blessington as it was getting dark. It was a very cold night 

and Snuggles was used a warm bed in her family’s home.  It is unlikely that she would have 

survived the cold,  the foxes or the passing cars.  Luckily for her,  a KWWSPCA volunteer  was 

driving home, spotted her in his headlights  and realised she shouldn’t be out on her own.  He 

picked her up and took her home.  With the power of social media, Snuggles’ owner soon 

contacted the KWWSPCA and was delighted to be reunited with the wandering rabbit 

                    

               Snuggles in the rescue car             Snuggles safely back home 

Some other animals recently helped by the KWWSPCA recently 
 

               
Alanis and pups               Swans     Bailey                  Sunny  

 

Alanis  was abandoned when heavily pregnant;   swans in Newbridge need help surviving the 

winter; Bailey was orphaned at just 3 weeks old and Sunny, an elderly dog, found herself 

homeless when her owner died.  All these animals, apart from the swans,  came into the care of 

the KWWSPCA and homes have or will be found for them. 



 

Noah’s Ark – the KWWSPCA Charity Shop 

Despite Noah’s Ark having been closed for part of last year due to the covid restrictions, it had 

a good year and the KWWSPCA is very grateful to all the people who donate items for the 

shop and its online sales, as well as to its customers.  Thanks also to our landlord who halved 

our rent while we were closed.  Noah’s Ark is in Cutlery Road, Newbridge, and is open 

Mondays to Saturdays (excluding bank holidays) from 10.00 – 5.00.  The management and 

staff of the shop are all volunteers.  The storage space in Noah’s Ark is very limited, so if you 

have a lot of items to donate, or large items,  please call 086 3413017 to make arrangements  for 

delivery or collection.  Please also note that we cannot sell electrical items, bedding or 

children’s toys (unless they are new) and can only accept other items if they are clean and 

unbroken.   

Noah’s Ark – Online Sales and Auctions 

Some of the items that are donated to the KWWSPCA for Noah’s Ark are sold online or in the 

monthly Facebook Auctions  through the  Noah’s Ark Facebook page.  The next Noah’s Ark 

Online Auction is due to start on 10 January and will continue for a week and some of the 

many items that will be auctioned are shown here.  Full details of all the items for auction, their 

reserve prices and how to bid for them, will be posted on the Noah’s Ark’s Facebook  page on 

10 January:  www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark. 

 

         
9ct jewellery set      Radley handbag    Bone china set         Extra wardrobe     Pottery mugs  

                        bowl & jug 

 

2022 Calendars 

There are still a few ISPCA calendars for sale in Noah’s Ark and in Athy Vetcare, Athy.  These 

calendars are sold on behalf of the KWWSPCA and the ISPCA and cost €8.  If you would like 

a calendar sent by post, the cost is €10.  Call 087 680325 or email kwwspca@gmail.com  if you 

would like one posted to you. 

 

 

                                       

 

http://www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark
mailto:kwwspca@gmail.com


Kildare Dog Warden Service/Kildare Dog Pound 

November 2021 marked  10 years since the KWWSPCA first started working with the Kildare 

Dog Warden Service/Kildare Dog Pound to rehome the stray dogs that were in the Pound.  

Since then, in collaboration with the Dog Warden Service, and of course,  with the help of those 

who have adopted from the KWWSPCA, we have rehomed more than 950 dogs from the 

Pound.  In 2011, when we started taking dogs directly from the Pound, over  60%  of  dogs 

going into the Pound were put to sleep.  Now the percentage is about  6% and these are only 

the dogs that are not suitable for rehoming and/or have been killing or worrying livestock.   

 

Advice if you find a stray dog 

 
If you find a stray dog, check for a tag on its collar for the owner’s address and/or phone 

number. If there is no tag,  take it to a vet  or to a Maxizoo and have it scanned for a 

microchip; you won’t be charged for this. If there is no microchip or if the microchip is not 

registered to an owner, the best option to find the owner is to get the dog’s photo, details of 

where the dog was found and a contact phone number to the KWWSPCA and other local 

animal rescues (such as  the Kildare Animal Foundation, My Lovely Horse Rescue and 

Littlehills Animal Rescue and Sanctuary)  and local vets so that the information  can be posted 

on Facebook pages.  You should also inform the local Garda station, local shops and you 

should ask around the neighbourhood where the dog  was found to see if anyone recognises it.  

If no owner is found, you should call the Dog Warden (for Kildare 05986 23388 and for 

Wicklow 0404 44873, 086 2771695/086 3846430) and they will either collect the dog from you or 

ask you to take the dog in to them or advise you what other action you should take.  The 

Kildare Dog Pound is open between 10.00 & 12.45 on weekdays only and the Wicklow Dog 

Pound is open from 11.00 – 12.30 and 3.00 – 4.00 Monday to Friday and 10.00 – 12.00 on 

Saturdays.  By law a stray dog has to spend at least 5 days in a Dog Pound to allow an owner 

time to reclaim the dog.  If no owner comes forward, in most cases, unless the dog is too vicious  

or unreliable to be rehomed, the dog will either be rehomed directly from the Pound or will go 

to the KWWSPCA, or another animal rescue, for rehoming. 

 

Rehoming Dogs to Sweden 

 
Since 2017, the KWWSPCA has had a link  with a Swedish charity that takes rescue dogs from 

Ireland and rehomes them to Swedish families.  The Swedish Charity, Hundar Utan Hem 

(Dogs Without Homes), advertises the dogs on their website (www.hundarutanhem.se), vets the 

applicants and organises home checks, and if the home is suitable, arrangements are made for 

the dogs to be transported to Sweden and to a new life.  In 2021, 14 KWWSPCA rescue dogs 

were rehomed to Sweden and a 15th is booked to go in the New Year.  We get sent updates and 

photos of the dogs in their new homes and they seem to have a wonderful life.   We would 

normally look for a home in Ireland first for our rescue dogs, but some dogs are not so easy to 

rehome here but are very popular in Sweden. The dogs need to have a rabies vaccination and 

get a pet passport so that they will be ready to travel when a suitable home in Sweden is found. 

 

Some of the KWWSPCA’s rescue dogs happily rehomed to Sweden  

                        

Rambo                                Sergei   Setanta        Macey        



Many thanks to everyone who has supported the KWWSPCA over the last few 
months 

 
The KWWSPCA would like to thank all its generous supporters who have donated cash, 

cheques and store gift cards to the Society, who have organised Facebook Fundraising events, 

especially Birthday Fundraisers, and who have donated via our GoFundMe page, PayPal, 

standing orders and through other channels, and those who have organised fund-raising 

activities and collections on our behalf.  Thanks also for all the donated items to sell in Noah’s 

Ark as well as donations of pet food and other pet products. We have mentioned below some of 

the fantastic businesses and individuals who have supported the KWWSPCA recently.  

Apologies to those whose names do not appear, we very much appreciate your support as well. 

 

Special thanks to: Carmel and Tom Larkin for their very generous  donation in memory of 

their daughter Grace Catherine Larkin; Marlene at The Pet Cage Warehouse, Athy, who has 

been selling her handmade doggy bandanas in aid of the KWWSPCA and donated €1410 

recently from her sales; Aideen Cross’ sewing group in Rathangan who made and sold  

beautiful handmade items and raised nearly €700; Helen Hannigan’s crochet classes who 

raised €700 at a recent fund raising event; Ivars Zemvalds, manager of Lidl, Kildare Town, 

who organised a donation of tinned fish and wet dog food; Andrew Murray Lee of Fluffy Paws 

Daycare Centre at Punchestown who held a Christmas fundraising day for the KWWSPCA 

and Huskey rescue; Vanessa at Busy Fingers Childcare and Creche who organised a collection 

of pet food and pet products  from parents and special thanks to one of her pupils, Jack, who 

donated €50 of his confirmation money; the 5 volunteers from the Kerry Group who came to 

the KWWSPCA Animal Shelter for a day’s volunteering; Ann and Patrick who baked some 

lovely Christmas cakes to sell at our Christmas Fair; Screwfix, Newbridge, who held a fund 

raising weekend for the KWWSPCA; Patricia Battersby  who donated some beautiful 

handknitted items which we were able to sell online and at our recent Christmas Fair; the 

Patrician  Secondary School, Newbridge, who raised money for us and to some of their 

students who will be visiting the Shelter soon with some gifts for our dogs; Sinead who raised 

money by selling her lovely handmade items at Athy Christmas Market; Grooming by 

Leonie/Canine Grooming Sallins and her customers for their donation; OCG Spares, Donadea, 

for their donation of pet food.  Local companies and organisations have also been very 

generous and just in the last month we have received donations into our bank account, 

including from Murphy International, Zygmar Ltd/John Walshe Photo Processing, C&K 

Fitzpatrick Conveyor Belts and St Wolstan's Community School, Celbridge and many more.  

 

           

     Sewing Group     Some of crochet group   Lidl, Kildare       Fluffy Paws Daycare 

                 

Petcage Warehouse           Busy Fingers Creche         Kerry Group Volunteers           Screwfix 



Thank you to the KWWSPCA Volunteers 

 

Thanks too to all the dedicated KWWSPCA volunteers who help in the Animal Shelter, in 

Noah's Ark, and at  fund raising events. Thanks also to those volunteers who undertake the  

TNR work and to those who offer foster homes for some of the rescued dogs and cats. The 

KWWSPCA is a wholly volunteer society, with no paid employees, so its volunteers are very 

much needed and their work is very much appreciated. 

 

Thank You to the Local Vets 

Thank you also  to  the various local veterinary practices that look after the KWWSPCA’s 

veterinary work.  They often help at short notice and are very supportive of our work.  Special 

thanks to Vetcare Athy in Athy and to Newbridge Veterinary Clinic and Hawkfield Veterinary 

Clinic  in Newbridge. 

Dog and Cat Adoptions 

With the Christmas and New Year holidays over, the KWWSPCA has started its rehoming 

programme for its rescue dogs and cats.  Details of available rescue animals will be posted on the 

KWWSPCA website, www.kwwspca.ie, and on the KWWSPCA Facebook page, together with 

information of how to start the adoption process.  The Shelter is closed to visitors unless a prior 

appointment is made to see a particular dog.  Our cats and kittens are in foster homes, so appointments 

also have to be made to visit one of our cats or kittens.  The adoption fee for a dog is €200 and this fee 

covers the cost of a full veterinary check, microchipping, spaying or neutering, vaccinations and 

treatment for worms and fleas. It also covers any other veterinary work that needs to be done before a 

dog can be rehome such as dental treatment.  The cost of adopting a cat will be increased from €80 to 

€100 this year to include the cost of microchipping, as well as the other veterinary costs. 

Some of the Rescue Dog and Cats who were looking for homes at the start of 2022  

                                      

           Crystal                  Elkie          Melissa 

 

        

                     

                            5 Adult cats         

http://www.kwwspca.ie/


Credit Card Facilities 

 

We are hoping that in the New Year we will have facilities for supporters and donors to donate 

by credit card via the KWWSPCA website.   This is long overdue but will hopefully be in place 

soon. 

Governance 
 

The KWWSPCA is a  Registered Charity (No. CHY 6280) and is registered with the Charities 

Regulatory Authority (No: 20011048).  It is a Company Limited by Guarantee (Company No. 

448178). Its accounts are audited annually and available for inspection in the Companies 

Registry Office and on the KWWSPCA website.  It is registered with the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine to rehome domestic animals (No: IPT20001C).   

 

Contact the KWWSPCA 

 

KWWSPCA Helpline      087 1279835 

KWWSPCA Animal Welfare Officer  086 1751841 

KWWSPCA Cats/TNR    089 4588162 

KWWSPCA Noah’s Ark Charity Shop  086 3413017 

General Email:     kwwspca@gmail.com                               

Dog Rehoming Email:    kwwspcadogrehoming@gmail.com 

Cat Rehoming and TNR Email:   kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com 

Website:      www.kwwspca.ie 

Facebook:      www.facebook.com/kwwspca 

Noah’s Ark /Online Sales:    www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark 

KWWSPCA Shelter Address:   Athgarvan, Co. Kildare , W12 EV60   

NOAH’S ARK:     Cutlery Road, Newbridge, Co Kildare 
   

 BEST WISHES FOR 2022 

FROM ALL AT THE KWWSPCA 
 

                        

                        
 
 

            (If you would prefer not to receive KWWSPCA emails, please let us know.) 
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