
      

KWWSPCA NEWSLETTER SPRING 2022 

 

Update on the new KWWSPCA Shelter 

We had hoped to bring you good news about our new Shelter.  We did put in an offer earlier this 

year for land north of Caragh; 10 acres of farmland where we could have constructed a purpose 

built Animal Shelter.   We thought the site would suit all our needs.  However, we had to withdraw 

our offer on the site after a pre-planning meeting with Kildare County Council.  We were 

informed that the site would not be suitable for our new Shelter and planning permission would 

not be given as the Roads Authority of the Council would not allow a new development such as an 

Animal Shelter along the road where the land was situated.  We were very disappointed but glad 

that we got this information before we had purchased the site.   The search for new premises 

therefore continues.  Our landlord is happy for us to stay where we are for the time being and we 

just hope that Kildare County Council will allow us to remain in Athgaravan until a new site has 

been found and new premises built. 

The KWWSPCA has a New Van 

The KWWSPCA has recently bought another van. It will be professionally fitted out so that it can 

carry up to 12 dogs at a time safely and securely.  We were finding that our old blue van, which 

had given very good service for the last 12 years, was too small and had begun to give a few 

problems.  We are very grateful to Irish Dog Foods for their generous support for our new van. 

The first photo shows Liam Queally of Irish Dog Foods with some of his staff and KWWSPCA 

volunteer John holding lovely rescue dog Rod, very happy to be in a dog food factory! The photo 

on the right is of the van at the St Patrick’s Day Parade in Newbridge .  The photos at the bottom 

of the page show the KWWSPCA Cat Welfare van which now has similar very distinctive signage, 

and our original blue van, which still is proving very useful. 
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KWWSPCA Easter Egg Hunt and Dog Walk – Good Friday, 15 April, 2022 

The KWWSPCA’s very popular Easter Egg Hunt and Dog Walk will take place this year on Good 

Friday, 15 April, at Punchestown Racecourse.  The Easter Egg Hunt starts at 2.00 and will 

continue until about 4.00.  The Dog Walk starts at 3.00.  Everyone is welcome.  There is no entry 

charge, but donations would be very welcome.  We meet just inside the main gate to the 

Racecourse, in the car park on the left.  For more information, please call 087 6803295.  There is 

no need to register beforehand; just turn up on the day. 

              

  Happy Easter from Patrick, Roxie, Rua and Hugo – KWWSPCA Rescue Dogs - all now happily rehomed 

VHI Women’s Mini Marathon – Will you Run for Us? 

Sunday, 5 June 2022 – Will you run (or walk!) and raise sponsorship for the KWWSPCA? More 

information can be found on the KWWSPCA website or call 085 2354939.  T-shirts and 

sponsorship cards will be provided.  (This lovely painting has been created to advertise the Mini 

Marathon for the KWWSPCA by one of our very talented volunteers, Ase Blüm.) 

 

KWWSPCA Wag & Bone Dog Show – Sunday, 11 September, 2022 

More details will  be published in the next Newsletter but keep the date free.  Every type of dog is 

welcome, especially rescue dogs.  This is a FUN DOG SHOW and takes place in the parade ring of 

Punchestown Racecourse and starts at 2.00. 

St Patrick’s Day Parade in Newbridge 

      

The KWWSPCA had a great time at the Newbridge St Patrick’s Day Parade and was joined in the 

Parade by the very colourful Newbridge June Fest Yarn Bomb car.  The main events of the June 

Fest Festival in Newbridge will take place over the holiday weekend, 4, 5 and 6 June and the 

KWWSPCA is the June Fest’s chosen charity this year.  
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What a difference a good groom can do for a dog! 

The KWWSPCA would like to thank Angela Breslin, a professional dog groomer, who frequently 

visits the KWWSPCA Animal Shelter to groom some of our rescue dogs for no charge.  These two 

lovely yorkies, Alfie (13 years old) and Bruno (8 years old), recently came into the care of the 

KWWSPCA as their owner had gone into a care home and there was no one to look after them.  

They were friendly little fellows, and had been much loved by their previous owner, but they were 

greatly in need of a wash and groom.  After Angela’s visit, they emerged as new men and have 

found themselves a lovely new home together. 

                               

New life for stray kitten, Curry – The Cat Burglar of Currys PC World! 

Last year a tiny, undernourished little kitten slipped unnoticed into Currys PC World in Naas and 

took up residence in the washing machine section.  She accepted offers of food but could not be 

persuaded to come out from under the display machines.  She ate at night when everyone had left 

and could be seen on the security cameras, roaming around the store!  After four nights of setting 

off the alarms, the management decided action had to be taken to be rid of the ‘cat burglar’  and 

they asked the KWWSPCA TNR volunteer, Elaine, to try and catch her with one of her cat traps.  

This was done successfully.  Curry, now known as Yuki, soon found herself a new home with the 

sister of one of the staff members.  She has grown into a very pretty cat and a much loved family  

member.  

 

   

 

Donate by Credit Card 

The KWWSPCA has set up a credit card donation facility for anyone who wishes to make a once 

off money donation to the Society or for someone wanting to donate on a regular basis, monthly or 

annually.  Full details are on the website, www.kwwspca.ie, by pressing the ‘Donate’ button on the 

home page. 

 

http://www.kwwspca.ie/
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Rehoming Success so far this year 

The rehoming of KWWSPCA rescue dogs and cats has continued this year and we would like to 

thank all those people who have adopted one of our animals over the last few months.  Since the 

start of the year  50 dogs have come into our care and most of these have found homes, as well as 

the 15 dogs who were in our care at the end of last year.  In the same time, almost 40 cats and 

kittens have been rehomed..   

Some recently adopted KWWSPCA rescue dogs and cats 

                            
 Hannah       Quinn      JT                 Stevie                          Swift 

     
         Arthur              Elton                    Lady    Makka           Maggie 
       

TRN – Trap, Neuter and Return – A good year so far 

The KWWSPCA’s Trap, Neuter & Return (TNR) Service for feral cats has been busy and so far 

this year over 70 feral cats have been trapped, vet checked, neutered and returned to their original 

haunts or rehomed.  We aim to reduce the number of kittens being born to the many feral cats in 

Kildare and West Wicklow, as well as giving adult cats healthier and safer lives.   

In a recent TNR operation in Rathangan, the aim was to trap, neuter and return the cats in a feral 

colony that had badly deformed paws.  This deformity was being passed down to the kittens.   It 

was hoped that by neutering all the adult cats in the colony, this deformity would no longer be 

passed on. With the help of Sarah and donations from many supporters through a Facebook 

fundraising campaign, and Danielle who feeds the cats, most of these cats have now been trapped 

and neutered. Some were returned to Rathangan and some were rehomed as domestic pets. 

In another TNR operation, these three little kittens, Levi, Lexi and Lucas, were saved from their 

feral life by the KWWSPCA.  With time, a lot of love, affection, good food and a warm place to 

sleep, they gradually realised that a domestic life was so much more pleasant than a feral life.  The 

three of them have all been adopted and become much loved household pets.  

 

                                       

                                 Deformed Paws      Three Once Feral Kittens 
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Noah’s Ark – the KWWSPCA Charity Shop 

Noah’s Ark is in Cutlery Road, Newbridge, and is open Mondays to Saturdays (excluding bank 

holidays) from 10.00 – 5.00.  The management and staff of the shop are all volunteers.  Noah’s Ark 

is vital for the KWWSPCA as it provides a large percentage of the KWWSPCA’s annual income.  

It recently hosted a very successful Fashion Pop Up Shop in Kilcullen to sell some of the very good 

quality clothes and accessories that had been donated over the last few months, many of them new 

with their tags still on.  Noah’s Ark also sells a lot of items online and holds very popular monthly 

Online Auctions, the next one starting at the beginning of April (some of the items to be auctioned 

are shown below).  Check the Noah’s Ark Facebook page and its Instagram page – 

kwwspcanoahsark for details of all the items on sale online. If you wish to donate items to Noah’s 

Ark, please note that we cannot sell electrical items, bedding or children’s toys (unless new) and 

can only accept other items if they are clean and unbroken.   

     
 

Reuniting Lost Pets 
 

A lot of telephone calls, emails and Facebook messages to the KWWSPCA are about pets that 

have been lost and others that have been found.  The Society tries as best it can to reunite 

lost/found pets with their owners.  This is so much easier if the pet is microchipped; this is a legal 

requirement for dogs and highly recommended for cats and other pets that might stray.  The 

KWWSPCA Facebook page and Instagram are very useful tools  for getting lost animals back to 

their homes.  If you have lost of pet, or if you have found a pet, you should send a photo, a contact 

number, details of where the animal was lost or found, and any other relevant information, to the 

KWWSPCA by a telephone or text message, email or Facebook message. 
 

The very handsome ginger cat below was reunited with its owner after 6 months through the 

KWWSPCA and other Facebook pages.  The cat was found recently in Johnstown; he was very 

friendly so was obviously not a feral cat.  After his photo appeared and was shared on Facebook 

and other social media, his owner, who lives in Allenwood 20 kms away, contacted the finder.  We 

believe the cat must have got into a van or a car and found himself a long way from home.  

Someone had been feeding him but he was homeless in Johnstown. 
 

Microchips do work!  The pretty tabby cat was reunited with her owner after 6 weeks, this time 

through her microchip.  She was found in Balitore and although her home was not far away, she 

could not find her way back.  She was minded and fed by a kind lady for a few weeks but as she 

was not in a position to keep the little cat,  she asked the KWWSPCA to rehome her.  First of all 

we checked her for a microchip and were very surprised to find that she was microchipped and 

registered to her owner who was delighted to get her back.      
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School Visits can be organised again 
 

One of the aims of the KWWSPCA is to make people more aware of the work of the Society, of 

animal welfare and also of the responsibilities of animal ownership.  KWWSPCA volunteers visit 

schools and other groups to spread the word.  Two of our volunteers recently visited  

St Mary’s College, Naas, where they met a group of very receptive 5th year students and talked 

about the work of the KWWSPCA, the animals in its care and its Animal Shelter. Hendrix, one of 

our rescue lurchers, went along with them and showed what a gentle boy he was, and what a super 

pet he would be.    If your school or group would like a visit, please call 085 2354939 or 087 

6803295. 

  
 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported the KWWSPCA over the last few 

months 
 

The KWWSPCA would like to thank all its generous supporters and all its volunteers. Without 

your donations and your help, the Society would not be able to continue its valuable work.  Special 

thanks to: Paul of Prosperous Pens who donated one of his beautiful, handcrafted pens to the 

KWWSPCA, which was the first prize in our recent Pop Up Shop raffle, and raised a large 

amount of money; Emma, Anna and Jessica from O’Brien Fine Foods/Bradys Ham, who 

volunteered for a day’s work at the KWWSPCA Animal Shelter; Oscar Ross, who used his  

9th birthday money to buy vet bedding, cat and dog food and pet beds for the animals in the care 

of the KWWSPCA; Sinead Hawe for her donation from the sale of her craft work;  Nichola 

Kennedy of Kilcullen Opticians, and her staff, for their support of the Society; the O’Leary 

children for their kind donation; Scruffy Pups and their customers for their support; Siofra and 

Paraic for their donations bought with the proceeds of their egg selling business; Aoife and Cathal 

and the many other people who have left donations of petfood, pet products and items for the 

KWWSPCA Charity Shop at the gates of the Shelter recently. 

 

      

        Prosperous Pen                    O’Brien’s Volunteers              Oscar              Sinead’s artwork       Kilcullen Opticians 

                           

O’Leary Family                 Scruffy Pups Donations              Siofra & Paraic                  Donations left at the Shelter gate 
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Volunteers wanted at the KWWSPCA Animal Shelter 

We are looking for volunteers to work at the KWWSPCA Animal Shelter near Athgarvan. The 

work is entirely voluntary, nobody in the KWWSPCA is paid for what they do. We require hard 

working, dependable volunteers who will not let us down, regardless of weather. We have dogs of 

every size and breed; as well as the walking and cuddling, there’s also poop scooping, feeding, 

cleaning and this work is not for the faint hearted. You need to be fit and strong, and you need to 

be well used to dogs and have no fear or nervousness around any dogs. When we have cats at the 

Shelter, we need volunteers who can spend time with the cats as well as feeding them and cleaning 

their runs.  You should be over 21, be able to attend on your own, and have your own transport as 

our shelter is not serviced by public transport. We are looking for people who are available on 

weekdays from 8am to 1pm or 12.30 pm to 5pm (and even later in the summertime), or people 

who are available all day from 8 am to closing time. We do not currently need weekend volunteers. 

You should be able to work as part of a team and be happy to work under the supervision of the 

volunteer on duty. If you would prefer just to work with dogs or just with the cats, that is fine.  If 

you think you would like to become a KWWSPCA Shelter volunteer, please complete the 

application form on the KWWSPCA website or that you will find in the following 

link:    https://docs.google.com/…/1p5tlWWL8jIDXoclF0Drivf…/edit 

 

Volunteers needed in Noah’s Ark 
 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer in the KWWSPCA’s Charity Shop in Newbridge, 

please call Ann on 086 3413017.  You would need to commit to a regular day or half day, 10.00 – 

1.30 and/or 1.30 – 5.00, Mondays to Saturdays. 

 

Some of the Rescue Dog and Cats who are  looking for homes at the end of March  

                               

              Maddison                     Dionne                     Sasha                           Athena                 Tempest 

Kildare Wildlife Rescue 

The KWWSPCA welcomes the setting up of Kildare Wildlife Rescue as it will be a great addition 

to wildlife rescue in Kildare and the surrounding counties.  Kildare Wildlife Rescue is not part of 

the KWWSPCA but we hope to support the Rescue as much as we can. It has a very informative 

Facebook page and its website and Helpline numbers will be up and running soon.  In the 

meantime, they can be contacted by Facebook message or by email to 

kildarewildliferescue@gmail.com.  Some of the wildlife helped by KWR are shown below. 

                s   

 Swans often need help             Fox cub            Baby Bird 

    

https://docs.google.com/…/1p5tlWWL8jIDXoclF0Drivf…/edit
mailto:kildarewildliferescue@gmail.com
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Contact the KWWSPCA 

KWWSPCA General Helpline     087 6887136 

KWWSPCA Dog Helpline    087 1279835 

KWWSPCA Cats/TNR    089 4588162 

KWWSPCA Animal Welfare Officer  086 1751841 

KWWSPCA Noah’s Ark Charity Shop  086 3413017 

General Email:     kwwspca@gmail.com                               

Dog Rehoming Email:    kwwspcadogrehoming@gmail.com 

Cat Rehoming and TNR Email:   kwwspcacatrehoming@gmail.com 

Website:      www.kwwspca.ie 

Facebook:      www.facebook.com/kwwspca 

Noah’s Ark /Online Sales:    www.facebook.com/kwwspcashopnoahsark 

KWWSPCA Shelter Address:   Athgarvan, Co. Kildare , W12 EV60   

NOAH’S ARK:     Cutlery Road, Newbridge, Co Kildare 

   

Governance 

The KWWSPCA is a  Registered Charity (No. CHY 6280) and is registered with the Charities 

Regulatory Authority (No: 20011048).  It is a Company Limited by Guarantee (Company No. 

448178). Its accounts are audited annually and available for inspection in the Companies Registry 

Office and on the KWWSPCA website.  It is registered with the Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine to rehome domestic animals (No: IPT20001C).   

 

 

BEST WISHES  

FROM ALL AT THE KWWSPCA 
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